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Every person who travels through Black 
Sea region will be impressed by the natural 
splendor and originality of the Dniester Del-
ta - wetlands of international importance. 
Recreational attraction, favorable climatic 
conditions of the Lower Dniester, the pres-
ence of unique natural landscapes and bio-
diversity were the basis for creation of the 

The Park has more than 1,000 species of animals and 700 species of plants. Of these 9 spe-

cies of fish, 20 species of insects, 2 species of reptiles, 20 species of mammals, 58 species 
of birds and 28 species of plants are recorded in the Red Data Book of Ukraine. Some spe-
cies of plants and animals are listed also in the European Red List, the List of endangered 
species of the International Union for Conservation of Nature. Dniester River Delta is a natu-
ral property of global significance.  

Golovkivka  

(point 1 on the trail) 

Holovkivka (today’s Biljajivka) 

is a Cossack town that was 
named in honor of the Black 

Sea Cossack Ataman Anton 
Holovatyi. But Ataman with the 
Black Sea army moved to the 

Kuban in 1792. The town grad-
ually returned the title Biljajiv-

ka. Another local legend asso-
ciates the name of the town 

with another ataman of the 
Black Sea Cossacks – Sidor 

Biljiy.  

 
Антон Головатий 

(1732 - 1797) 

Wide Channel  

(point 2 on the trail) 
 

The European mink is a 
unique and not numerous 

native species in Lower 
Dniester. Today the Dnie-
ster Delta is the only area 

in Europe, where this spe-
cies does not compete 

with the 
American 

mink. Euro-
pean mink 

became a 
symbol of 
Lower Dnie-

ster National 
Nature Park. 

Floodplain forest (point 3 on the trail)  

Floodplain forests are 
tipical landscape of 
the Lower Dniester. 
They grow in extreme 
environmental condi-
tions: in spring the 
forest areas are flood-
ed for a long time 
(from 3 to 5 weeks).  

White Lake  

(point 4 on the trail)  

The White Lake is one of 
the largest in Dniester 
Delta. The lake is con-
nected with the Dniester 
and  Turunchuk rivers by 
channels. The lake re-
ceived its name due to 
the great number of white 
Water lilies, owing that 

Tract "Dniester Floodplains" (point 5 on the trail)  

Glossy Ibis is the symbol 

of Lower Dniester Nation-
al Park. They are amaz-

ing black birds with 
curved beaks and long 

legs. Glossy Ibis is an 
indicator of ecological 
balance and well-being of 

the lower reaches of the 
Dniester.  

Dniester Arrow  

(point 6 on the trail)  

The place where Turunchuk 

catches the Dniester is called 
“arrow”. This place really re-

minds sharpened Tatar arrow. 
Here begins the area, which 

has served as the passage for 
a long time.  

Black Castle 

 (point 9 on the trail)  

Black Castle have been 
known since 1421, when 
the Podolsky governor 
Hedyhold by order of 
Grand Duke of Lithuania 
and Russian Vytautas 
brought a castle against 
Belgorod near the Dniester 
Delta.  

Gontarenko Island (point 10 on the trail)  

 

 

 

 

 

Vadim Gontarenko 

Gontarenko Island named after Va-
dim Gontarenko (1926-2000), who 
headed the local meteorological sta-
tion for 40 years (1960-2000). The 
station was established in 1947 and 
since then it has been a center of 
Dniester Delta researches. Vadim 
Gontarenko is known and remem-
bered as a true enthusiast of the 
Dniester Delta protection.  

Floodplain meadows 

(point 11 on the trail)  

The value of floodplain 

meadows for Dniester del-
ta is enormous: at the time 

of flood fish spawns on 
the meadows, insects and 
amphibians breeds, birds 

feed during nesting peri-
od.  

Kiliariysky Shallow Channel  

(point 13 on the trail)  

This shallow channel is 
artificially created by local 
fishermen in the nineteenth 
century. It significantly in-
fluences on the commer-
cial fishing and plays an 
important role during the 
migration of bream and 
herring.  

Dniester Liman  

(point 15 on the trail)  

For a long time there 
was organized a com-
mercial fishery based 
on such fish as carp, 
crucian carp, bream, 
roach, perch. Dniester 
Liman is a key feeding 
reservoir for anadro-
mous fish such as her-
ring.  

Karagol Bay (point 18 on the trail)  

The largest population in 
the Dniester Delta of Water 
Fringe (Nymphoides pel-
tata) is located in Karagol 
Bay. This plant is recorded 
in the Red Data Book of 
Ukraine. Its number is re-
duced by contamination of 
water. Its name  “Water  

Fringe” gained through the ability to grow in places where 
the water is gradually overgrown and the species name 
due to yellow flowers with fringed petal margins.  

It is the first large lake on the migration route of semi-
anadromous fish that bound for spawning from the Dnie-
ster Liman.  
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